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Q. WHAT IS ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE , DISCUSS ITS HISTORY AND 

SOURCES OF ISLAMIC LAW. 

Ans: 

ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE 
Islamic Jurisprudence, also known as Islamic Law or Sharia, is a system of legal principles and 

rules derived from the religious texts of Islam, primarily the Quran and the Hadith (sayings and 

actions of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم). It provides guidance for Muslims on how to live their 

lives in accordance with religious teachings and ethical values. 

Islamic Jurisprudence encompasses various legal opinions and interpretations offered by 

scholars and jurists over centuries. These interpretations are based on the sources of Islamic 

law and aim to address contemporary issues while remaining rooted in the principles of Islam. 

The primary goal of Islamic Jurisprudence is to promote justice, equity, and the well-being of 

individuals and society. There are several schools of thought within Islamic Jurisprudence, 

each with its own methodology and interpretation of legal principles. Key areas covered 

include worship (rituals and prayers), personal conduct, family law, commercial transactions, 

criminal law, and more. 

In Islamic Jurisprudence, the concept of Ijtihad (independent legal reasoning) allows scholars 

to adapt legal rulings to new situations, ensuring that the principles of Sharia remain relevant 

in changing circumstances. While some aspects of Islamic law are fixed and well-defined, 

others are subject to interpretation, reflecting the dynamic nature of the legal system. 

Islamic Jurisprudence plays a central role in the lives of Muslims, guiding their actions, ethics, 

and legal matters. It aims to balance the spiritual and moral dimensions of life with the practical 

realities of societal interactions, fostering a holistic approach to faith and governance. 

History and Growth: 
The history and growth of Islamic Jurisprudence (Fiqh) is a dynamic journey that spans over 

centuries and reflects the evolution of Islamic legal thought. It has been shaped by the Quran, 

Hadith, the life of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, and the interpretations of scholars across various 

time periods. Here's an overview of its history: 

Early Period (7th to 9th Century):  

During the lifetime of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم, legal guidance was primarily provided through 

his actions (Sunnah) and sayings (Hadith). The Companions of the Prophet, known as Sahabah, 

transmitted this knowledge to subsequent generations. The Caliphs who succeeded Prophet 

Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم also played a role in establishing legal norms. This period laid the foundation 

for the development of Islamic Jurisprudence. 

Formation of Legal Schools (8th to 10th Century):  
As the Islamic empire expanded, scholars faced complex legal issues. They employed Ijtihad, 

independent legal reasoning, to derive rulings from the Quran and Hadith. Different scholars 

developed their own interpretations, leading to the emergence of various legal schools, such as 

the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi'i, and Hanbali schools. These schools differed in their methodologies 

and interpretations of Islamic law. 
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Golden Age of Scholarship (9th to 13th Century):  
The Abbasid Caliphate fostered a rich environment for intellectual pursuits. Scholars like Imam 

Abu Hanifa, Imam Malik, Imam Al-Shafi'i, and Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal codified legal 

principles within their respective schools. They developed comprehensive legal frameworks, 

addressing matters from personal conduct to commercial transactions. 

Consolidation and Commentary (14th to 18th Century):  
During this period, jurists focused on refining and systematizing legal principles. 

Commentaries on foundational texts and extensive legal treatises were written, contributing to 

the codification of Islamic law. The work of scholars like Imam Ibn Qudamah, Ibn Taymiyyah, 

and Imam Al-Nawawi continued to shape Islamic Jurisprudence. 

Colonial Era and Modernization (19th to 20th Century):  
The decline of the Islamic Caliphate and European colonialism led to challenges for Islamic 

legal systems. Reforms were introduced to adapt to changing social, political, and legal 

contexts. Some regions adopted secular legal codes, while others sought to integrate Islamic 

principles within modern legal systems. The tension between tradition and modernity 

influenced discussions on Islamic Jurisprudence. 

Contemporary Developments (21st Century):  
Islamic Jurisprudence continues to evolve in response to modern challenges. Scholars engage 

in discussions about the compatibility of Islamic law with human rights, gender equality, and 

technological advancements. Various interpretations and perspectives coexist, ranging from 

conservative to progressive, reflecting the diversity within the Muslim community. 

SOURCES OF ISLAMIC LAW 
Islamic law, also known as Sharia, draws its principles and rules from various sources that 

guide the beliefs and practices of Muslims. These sources collectively shape Islamic 

Jurisprudence (Fiqh), which governs personal conduct, family matters, commercial 

transactions, and more. The main sources of Islamic law are: 

1. The Quran:  
The Quran is the foundational and most authoritative source of Islamic law. It is 

believed by Muslims to be the literal word of God, revealed to Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم 

 over a span of approximately 23 years. While the Quran isn't a legal code, it صلى الله عليه وسلم

contains principles, guidance, and moral values that serve as the basis for Islamic law. 

Legal injunctions in the Quran cover a wide range of topics, including personal conduct, 

family matters, ethics, and social justice. 

2. The Hadith:  

Hadith refers to the sayings, actions, and approvals of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم. These 

teachings, transmitted by his companions and later compiled into collections, provide 

detailed insights into how the Prophet applied and interpreted the Quranic teachings in 

various situations. Hadith serves as a practical guide for Muslims, offering examples of 

how to live in accordance with Islamic principles. Scholars critically assess the 

authenticity of Hadith using chains of narrators to ensure their reliability. 
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3. Ijma' (Consensus):  
Ijma' involves the consensus or agreement of qualified scholars within a particular 

school of thought on a specific legal issue. It serves as a unifying force, ensuring a 

degree of consistency and stability in Islamic legal rulings. Ijma' helps establish 

standards for issues not explicitly addressed in the Quran or Hadith and is considered 

binding within the scope of a particular school's interpretation. 

4. Qiyas (Analogical Reasoning):  
Qiyas is the process of drawing legal conclusions for new situations by analogy with 

existing legal principles derived from the Quran and Hadith. Scholars identify the 

underlying rationale of an established ruling and apply it to a new case with similar 

features. Qiyas allows for the extension of legal principles to address contemporary 

issues while maintaining the connection to established precedents. 

5. Ijtihad (Independent Reasoning):  
Ijtihad is the application of personal reasoning and scholarly expertise to derive legal 

rulings for situations not explicitly covered by the Quran, Hadith, or established 

precedent. Qualified jurists engage in Ijtihad to address novel circumstances, 

considering the broader objectives and ethical principles of Islamic law. The process 

requires deep knowledge of the primary sources and legal methodologies. 

6. Urf (Custom):  
Urf refers to established customs and traditions within a specific culture or community. 

While not a primary source, Urf can influence legal decisions, especially in matters not 

directly addressed by other sources. Scholars may consider customary practices to 

determine the most suitable legal ruling for a particular context. 

7. Public Interest (Maslaha):  
Maslaha involves considering the broader public interest and welfare when deriving 

legal rulings. Scholars assess whether a particular ruling promotes the well-being and 

betterment of society, even if it isn't explicitly mentioned in the traditional sources. This 

principle allows flexibility in addressing contemporary challenges. 

8. Istihsan (Juristic Preference):  
Istihsan permits scholars to prefer one legal opinion over another based on what they 

consider more just or suitable. It involves departing from strict analogical reasoning 

when the outcome appears unjust or unreasonable. This approach emphasizes the spirit 

of justice over rigid adherence to precedent. 

Conclusion: 
In conclusion, the multifaceted sources of Islamic law form a rich tapestry that blends divine 

guidance, scholarly interpretation, and ethical considerations. The Quran and Hadith provide 

foundational principles, while Ijma', Qiyas, and Ijtihad offer tools for addressing evolving 

contexts. Urf, Maslaha, Istihsan, and Sad al-Dhara'i reflect the adaptability of Islamic 

jurisprudence. This intricate interplay ensures that Islamic law remains relevant to diverse 

circumstances, upholding justice, morality, and the well-being of individuals and society.  
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Q. DESCRIBE AND EXPLAIN THE POSITION OF QURAN AS PRIMARY 

SOURCE OF ISLAMIC LAW.(A2019) 

Q. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF QURAN IN 

ISLAMIC LAW AND LEGISLATION. (S2019) 

Q.  QURAN MAJEED IS CONSULTED PRIMARILY WHILE DRAFTING LAWS. 

WHAT ARE THE BASIC PRINCIPLES WHICH QURAN OBSERVED 

DURING ITS COURSE OF LEGISLATION?(A2021) 

Ans: 

QURAN AS PRIMARY SOURCE OF ISLAMIC LAW 
The Quran is like a guidebook that Muslims follow in their lives. It's not just a book; it's 

believed to be the direct words of God sent to Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم through the Angel 

Gabriel. It's the main source of Islamic law, which tells Muslims how to live according to God's 

wishes. 

In the Quran, there are specific rules and guidelines for things like how to pray, how to be fair, 

how to treat others kindly, and more. For instance, in Surah Al-Baqarah (2:83), God talks about 

being fair in measuring things, which can be seen as a lesson in honest business practices. 

But the Quran isn't just a list of rules; it's also full of stories and wisdom. These stories show 

examples of right and wrong behavior. For instance, in Surah Yusuf (12:23-25), the story of 

Prophet Joseph teaches us about patience and forgiveness. 

The Quran also talks about how we should treat our parents, neighbors, and the less fortunate. 

In Surah Al-Isra (17:23), God says to be kind to your parents, and in Surah Al-Baqarah (2:267), 

there's a reminder to give to those in need. 

It's important to understand that the Quran isn't always very detailed about every situation. 

That's where scholars come in. They study the Quran, along with the Hadith (sayings and 

actions of Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم), and use their knowledge to figure out how to apply the 

Quran's teachings to different situations. 

So, the Quran is like the main source of rules and values for Muslims. It helps them make good 

choices and live in a way that pleases God. It's a source of guidance and wisdom that Muslims 

turn to throughout their lives. 

Here's an in-depth look at the Quran as the primary source of Islamic law: 

Divine Authority:  
The Quran is considered the ultimate authority in Islam, surpassing any human interpretation 

or opinion. Its status as the literal word of God grants it unparalleled legitimacy and influence 

in the formation of legal rulings. 

Fundamental Principles:  
The Quran contains foundational principles and values that serve as the ethical and moral 

framework of Islamic law. It addresses matters of personal conduct, family relations, social 

justice, commerce, and more. These principles are often broad and require interpretation to be 

applied in specific contexts. 
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Direct Guidance:  
While the Quran does not provide an exhaustive legal code, it offers direct guidance on certain 

issues. Some legal provisions are explicitly stated, such as rules related to prayer, fasting, 

inheritance, marriage, and ethics. These provisions form the basis of many legal rules and 

practices. 

Flexibility and Universality:  
The Quran's teachings are presented in a way that allows for flexibility and adaptability to 

changing circumstances. Its guidance is meant to be applicable across different times and 

cultures, reflecting its universal nature. 

Holistic Approach:  
The Quran takes a holistic view of human life, addressing both spiritual and practical matters. 

This approach promotes a comprehensive understanding of justice, ethics, and individual 

responsibilities. 

Interpretation:  
Due to its often symbolic and metaphorical language, interpreting the Quran requires deep 

knowledge and expertise. Scholars engage in Tafsir (exegesis) to understand the context and 

meaning of its verses. Legal rulings are derived from the Quran through this interpretive 

process. 

Balancing Tradition and Modernity:  
The Quran's enduring relevance lies in its ability to address contemporary issues while 

remaining faithful to its original teachings. It provides broad principles that scholars can apply 

to new situations through Ijtihad (independent reasoning). 

Ethical and Moral Foundation:  
The Quran not only offers legal guidance but also instills ethical and moral values. Its teachings 

encourage compassion, justice, honesty, and respect for human dignity, shaping the broader 

ethical framework of Islamic law. 

 CHARACTERISTICS OF QUR’ANIC LEGISLATION 
The Quran, the holy book of Islam, is not just a collection of stories and teachings; it's also a 

guide for how Muslims should live their lives. It contains laws and principles that help people 

make good choices and treat others with kindness and fairness. These laws have unique 

qualities that make them special and relevant for all times and places. 

1. Universality and Timelessness:  
The laws in the Quran are not limited to a specific group, time, or culture. They're meant 

for everyone, no matter where or when they live. For example, the Quran teaches in 

Surah Al-Baqarah (2:185) that fasting during the month of Ramadan is obligatory for 

all Muslims around the world, showing that the law is for everyone. 

2. Comprehensive Guidance:  
The Quran gives guidance on many parts of life, from how to pray to how to treat others 

kindly. It's not just about rules; it's about helping us become better people. In Surah Al-

Ma'idah (5:8), the Quran tells us to stand up for justice, even if it's against our own 

interests. This shows that the Quran cares about fairness and doing what's right. 
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3. Ethical and Moral Foundation:  
The laws in the Quran are built on important values like honesty, compassion, and 

treating others well. These values guide our behavior and make us better individuals. 

In Surah An-Nisa (4:135), the Quran advises us to be just, even if it's against our own 

relatives. This teaches us to be fair to everyone, no matter who they are. 

4. Balancing Rights and Duties:  
The Quran doesn't just talk about what we're entitled to; it also reminds us of our 

responsibilities. It's not only about our rights but also about how we treat others. In 

Surah Al-Isra (17:31), the Quran tells us not to waste our resources extravagantly, 

showing that it cares about being responsible and not harming the environment. 

5. Flexibility and Adaptability:  
The laws in the Quran provide general principles that can be applied to different 

situations. They're not strict rules; they're like guidelines that can be adjusted to fit 

different circumstances. In Surah Al-Baqarah (2:286), the Quran mentions that God 

doesn't burden anyone beyond their ability, showing that the laws are flexible and 

reasonable. 

6. Gradual Revelation:  
The laws in the Quran were revealed over time, step by step. This gradual approach 

helped people learn and adjust to the new teachings. For example, in Surah Al-

Muzzammil (73:2-4), the Quran tells Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم to pray at night, but the 

exact details of how and when were revealed gradually, allowing people to get used to 

the new practices. 

7. Preserving Essentials:  
The Quran focuses on preserving important values and principles. It gives specific 

rules, but it doesn't go into every tiny detail. This lets us use our own judgment while 

still following the Quran's teachings. In Surah Al-Baqarah (2:187), the Quran talks 

about intimate relations between spouses during the nights of fasting, showing that it 

cares about maintaining intimacy while fasting. 

8. Upholding Human Dignity:  
The Quran respects and values the dignity of every human being. It condemns actions 

that hurt others or take away their rights. In Surah Al-Isra (17:70), the Quran strongly 

opposes killing children due to fear of poverty, emphasizing the value of every single 

life. 

BASIC PRINCIPLES WHICH QURAN OBSERVED 

DURING LEGISLATION 
The Quran, the sacred book of Islam, is not just a collection of words; it's a guide that offers 

timeless principles to shape human behaviour and society. As it lays down laws and 

regulations, it adheres to certain fundamental principles that reflect its wisdom and compassion. 

Let's explore these principles in more detail: 
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1. Justice and Fairness:  
Justice is a cornerstone of the Quran's legislation. It emphasizes treating people fairly 

and equitably, regardless of their background or status. The Quran urges believers to 

uphold justice, even if it goes against their own interests. In Surah An-Nisa (4:135), it 

says, "O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, witnesses for 

Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and relatives." 

2. Mercy and Compassion:  
The Quran's laws are infused with mercy and compassion. It encourages forgiveness 

and kindness toward others. In Surah Al-Furqan (25:63), it describes the "servants of 

the Most Merciful" as those who "walk upon the earth easily, and when the ignorant 

address them [harshly], they say [words of] peace." This principle fosters an atmosphere 

of empathy and understanding. 

3. Preservation of Life and Dignity:  
The Quran places a high value on the sanctity of human life and the preservation of 

human dignity. It prohibits causing harm to innocent individuals and emphasizes the 

importance of safeguarding life. In Surah Al-Isra (17:31), it cautions against 

wastefulness and extravagance, highlighting the responsibility to protect both human 

well-being and the environment. 

4. Gradual Change and Adaptation:  
The Quran introduces laws gradually, taking into consideration the capacity of 

individuals and communities to adapt. It recognizes that change takes time and that 

people need to adjust to new guidelines. For instance, the gradual revelation of alcohol 

prohibition allowed individuals to transition away from its consumption, demonstrating 

a compassionate approach to transformation. 

5. Prevention of Hardship:  
The Quran seeks to alleviate unnecessary hardship for individuals. It doesn't burden 

people beyond their capacity. In Surah Al-Baqarah (2:286), it states, "Allah does not 

burden a soul beyond that it can bear." This principle reflects a balanced and considerate 

approach, ensuring that religious obligations are manageable and reasonable. 

6. Preservation of Family and Community:  
Quranic legislation is geared toward fostering strong families and communities. It 

provides guidelines for maintaining healthy relationships within families and society. 

For instance, Surah An-Nisa (4:9) addresses inheritance laws to ensure the well-being 

of family members and the equitable distribution of wealth. 

 

7. Individual Responsibility:  
The Quran emphasizes personal accountability. It encourages individuals to take 

responsibility for their actions and intentions. In Surah Al-Isra (17:15), it states, 

"Whoever is guided is only guided for [the benefit of] his soul. And whoever errs only 

errs against it." 

 

8. Avoiding Excess and Extremes:  
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The Quran cautions against extremism and excessiveness in its legislation. It advocates 

for moderation and balance in all aspects of life. In Surah Al-A'raf (7:31), believers are 

advised to avoid extravagance and excess, reflecting a measured approach to various 

aspects of life. 

9. Ease and Facilitation:  
The Quranic legislation aims to facilitate matters for people, rather than burden them. 

It encourages ease and simplicity in religious practices. In Surah Al-Baqarah (2:185), 

fasting during Ramadan is prescribed for attaining piety, with allowances made for 

travellers and those who are sick, highlighting a compassionate consideration of 

individual circumstances. 

10. Wisdom and Purpose:  
Every law in the Quran is rooted in wisdom and serves a specific purpose. The 

legislation aims to promote the well-being of individuals and society, while aligning 

with the greater objectives of Islam, such as justice, ethics, and spirituality. These laws 

reflect a profound understanding of human nature and societal dynamics. 

Conclusion: 
In essence, the Quran's legislative principles form the bedrock of a just, compassionate, and 

balanced framework for human conduct. These principles, encompassing justice, mercy, 

gradual change, and individual responsibility, ensure that the Quranic laws remain relevant 

across time and cultures. By upholding the sanctity of life, promoting community well-being, 

and encouraging moderation, the Quran demonstrates its deep understanding of human nature 

and societal needs. Through its wisdom and purpose-driven approach, the Quranic legislation 

serves as a guiding light for Muslims, fostering harmonious relationships, ethical conduct, and 

a harmonious society that embodies the core values of Islam. 

 

  



ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE 

By : Shahid Naeem (0321-3614222) Kings Law College, Sheikhupura.          11 

 

Q.  QURAN AND SUNNAH OF HOLY PROPHET ARE INTEGRAL PART OF  

EACH OTHER IN AS FAR AS ISLAMIC LEGISLATION IS CONCERNED . 

PLEASE EXPLAIN BREIFLY.(A2020) 

Ans: 

QURAN & SUNNAH IN ISLAMIC LEGISLATION 
The seamless interdependence of the Quran and Sunnah is a cornerstone of Islamic 

jurisprudence. These two sources, the Quran being the divine revelation and the Sunnah 

representing the practices and teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), 

jointly constitute the bedrock of Islamic legislation, guiding Muslims in matters of faith, ethics, 

and law. 

The Quran:  
The Quran, revealed to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) over a span of 23 years, is 

the central and unchanging source of Islamic teachings. It encompasses guidance on spiritual 

matters, moral values, and legal principles. Its verses lay down the foundations of belief, 

morality, and social justice, providing a comprehensive framework for Muslims to lead a 

righteous life. 

The Sunnah:  
The Sunnah, a term encompassing the actions, sayings, approvals, and practices of the Prophet 

Muhammad (peace be upon him), holds a pivotal role in Islamic jurisprudence. It provides a 

practical and contextual dimension to the divine guidance found in the Quran, offering Muslims 

a comprehensive blueprint for leading a life aligned with Islamic principles. 

Defining the Sunnah: The Sunnah captures the Prophet's way of life and serves as an extension 

of the Quran. It includes not only the explicit teachings but also his tacit endorsements, actions, 

and demeanor. This collective body of knowledge was meticulously compiled by dedicated 

scholars and jurists, ensuring its authenticity and reliability. 

Categories of the Sunnah:  
The Sunnah is categorized into various components that shed light on different aspects of the 

Prophet's practices: 

1. Hadith (Sayings):  
These are the recorded statements and utterances of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be 

upon him). They provide insights into matters of faith, ethics, social conduct, and legal 

rulings. 

2. Sunnah al-Fi'liyyah (Actions):  
These encompass the physical actions of the Prophet, such as how he prayed, fasted, 

and interacted with others. These actions offer practical demonstrations of how to 

embody Islamic teachings. 

3. Sunnah al-Taqreeriyyah (Approvals):  
These are instances where the Prophet remained silent in response to others' actions. 

His silence, in such cases, is taken as a form of approval, endorsing the action as 

permissible. 
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4. Sunnah al-Tarkeehiyyah (Abstentions):  
These refer to instances where the Prophet refrained from certain actions. Such 

abstentions provide guidance on avoiding behaviors that are discouraged or prohibited. 

The Role of Sunnah in Islamic Legislation:  
The Sunnah complements the Quran by providing context, detail, and application. While the 

Quran lays down foundational principles, the Sunnah illustrates how these principles manifest 

in real-life situations. It ensures that Islamic rulings are practical, adaptable, and aligned with 

the evolving needs of society. 

Guidance in Everyday Life:  
The Sunnah serves as a beacon for Muslims navigating the complexities of daily life. From 

personal hygiene to business ethics, marriage to social interactions, the Sunnah offers a holistic 

approach to leading a life in accordance with Islamic values. 

Example:  

The Concept of Modesty جز یعا :  

To illustrate, the Sunnah amplifies the Quranic emphasis on modesty. While the Quran instructs 

believers to be modest, the Prophet's teachings and actions demonstrate modest behavior in 

clothing, speech, and interactions. This practical guidance transforms abstract principles into 

tangible behaviors. 

 

Synergy ہم آہنگی in Islamic Legislation:  
Islamic legislation is intricately woven from the threads of the Quran and Sunnah, combining 

theological ideals with practical guidance. The Quran establishes the broader principles, while 

the Sunnah supplies the nuances and practical demonstrations. This partnership ensures that 

believers receive comprehensive guidance, from overarching principles to specific actions. 

Example:  

The Act of Prayer (Salah): To exemplify this synergy, let's consider the act of prayer (salah). 

The Quran emphasizes the importance of prayer and its fixed times, but the Sunnah further 

clarifies the number of units (rak'ahs), postures, and supplications involved in each prayer. By 

combining the Quranic instruction with the Prophet's practices, Muslims gain a complete 

understanding of how to perform this essential act of worship. 

Conclusion: 
 The relationship between the Quran and Sunnah is akin to a teacher guiding a student: the 

Quran sets the foundational principles, and the Sunnah illustrates their application. This 

partnership is pivotal in Islamic legislation, bridging the gap between divine guidance and 

human understanding. Recognizing the integrated nature of these sources is crucial for 

appreciating the holistic approach of Islamic jurisprudence and its role in guiding the lives of 

believers. 

 

Q. SUNNAH HAS A TWOFOLD ROLE IN ISLAMIC LEGISLATION IT 

EXPLAINS THE BRIEF INJUNCTIONS OF HOLY QURAN AND IT FRAMES 
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LAW WHEN AND WHERE QURAN REMAINS SILENT. DO YOU 

AGREE?(A2019) 

Q. THE DENIAL TO THE ROLE OF SUNNAH IN LSLAMIC LEGISLATION 

WOULD LEAD TO CHAOS AND MISUNDERSTANDING OF INJUNCTIONS 

LAID DOWN IN QURAN. ILLUSTRATE (A2021) 

Ans: 

THE ROLE OF SUNNAH IN ISLAMIC LEGISLATION 
The Sunnah's multifaceted role within Islamic legislation extends to its capacity for both 

expounding upon Quranic teachings and enriching the legal framework in areas where the 

Quran does not provide specific guidance. This dual function enhances the depth and 

applicability of Islamic law, ensuring a comprehensive approach to living by its principles. 

Disregarding the role of the Sunnah in Islamic legislation can have far-reaching consequences, 

potentially leading to confusion, misinterpretation, and chaos in understanding and applying 

the injunctions laid down in the Quran. The Sunnah, as the practical embodiment of the Quranic 

teachings, plays a vital role in clarifying, contextualizing, and implementing the divine 

guidance for Muslims. 

Sunnah as Practical Exemplification of Quranic Teachings 
 

Expanding Quranic Principles:  

The Quran lays down foundational principles that serve as ethical and moral guidelines for 

believers. However, without the Sunnah's practical demonstrations, these principles can remain 

abstract and difficult to implement in real-life situations. The Sunnah bridges the gap between 

theory and practice, providing tangible examples of how to embody Quranic teachings in 

various contexts. 

Example: The Principle of Mercy:  

The Quran emphasizes mercy and compassion as core values. The Sunnah amplifies this 

principle by narrating instances where the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) showed 

mercy to animals, children, and adversaries. Through these lived examples, the abstract concept 

of mercy becomes tangible, guiding believers in compassionate behavior. 

Sunnah as a Source of Clarification 
 

Contextualizing Quranic Verses:  

Some Quranic verses are concise and require contextualization for proper understanding. 

Denying the Sunnah's role would hinder the interpretation of these verses, potentially leading 

to misinterpretations and erroneous conclusions. The Sunnah provides the necessary context, 

shedding light on the circumstances surrounding the revelation and the intended meanings of 

the verses. 

 

Example: The Verse on Divorce (Talaq):  
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The Quran contains verses addressing divorce. However, the Sunnah clarifies the procedural 

aspects, the waiting period (iddah), and the concept of reconciliation. Without the Sunnah, 

these critical details might be overlooked, leading to confusion and incorrect application of the 

divorce process. 

Sunnah as a Living Commentary 

 
Guidance on Changing Circumstances:  

Societal dynamics evolve over time, introducing new scenarios that the Quran may not directly 

address. The Sunnah acts as a living commentary, offering guidance on emerging issues that 

require application of Quranic principles in a rapidly changing world. Ignoring the Sunnah in 

such cases could result in misjudgments and inappropriate responses. 

Example: Technological Advances:  

Technological advancements have introduced ethical and moral dilemmas not explicitly 

addressed in the Quran. The Sunnah's adaptable nature enables scholars to derive guidance by 

considering the underlying principles and extrapolating from the Prophet's teachings. 

Neglecting the Sunnah in such discussions would hinder the development of well-informed 

Islamic stances. 

Expounding Quranic Injunctions:  
One of the primary roles of the Sunnah is to provide elucidation and practical context for the 

concise injunctions found in the Holy Quran. While the Quran establishes fundamental 

principles and ethical guidelines, the Sunnah complements this by showcasing how the Prophet 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) implemented these principles in his own life. Through 

observing the Prophet's actions, sayings, and conduct, Muslims gain a more vivid 

understanding of how to apply Quranic teachings in various situations. 

Example: The Act of Charity (Sadaqah):  

To illustrate, the Quran encourages believers to give charity. However, it is through the Sunnah 

that we learn about the diverse forms of charity, the benefits of giving, and the importance of 

sincerity in charitable acts. The Sunnah's practical demonstrations extend the Quranic principle 

of charity into tangible behaviors that shape the lives of believers. 

Filling Gaps in Quranic Guidance:  
Another pivotal role of the Sunnah is to provide legal guidance in cases where the Quran does 

not offer explicit directives. While the Quran establishes overarching principles, it does not 

detail every possible scenario. The Sunnah steps in to address these gaps by offering specific 

laws and ethical guidelines that are rooted in the spirit of Islam. 

Example: Business Transactions:  

Consider the realm of business transactions. The Quran promotes honesty and fairness in trade, 

but it does not delve into the intricacies of various types of contracts. Here, the Sunnah steps 

in, offering guidance on contracts, transactions, and ethical business practices. The Sunnah's 

teachings enable Muslims to engage in commerce while adhering to Islamic values. 

Guidance in Complex Scenarios:  



ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE 

By : Shahid Naeem (0321-3614222) Kings Law College, Sheikhupura.          15 

 

The Sunnah's adaptability extends to complex and unprecedented scenarios. In situations not 

directly addressed by the Quran, the Prophet's responses provide a framework for deriving 

solutions based on Islamic principles. By analyzing the underlying values and teachings of 

Islam, Muslims can navigate novel challenges while maintaining their faith-based integrity. 

Conclusion:  
The role of the Sunnah in Islamic legislation cannot be underestimated. Its absence or denial 

could lead to chaos, misunderstandings, and misapplications of Quranic injunctions. By serving 

as a practical embodiment of Quranic teachings, clarifying contextual meanings, and offering 

guidance in evolving scenarios, the Sunnah ensures a comprehensive and relevant approach to 

understanding and implementing Islamic principles. Recognizing and embracing the Sunnah's 

indispensable role is crucial for maintaining the integrity of Islamic jurisprudence and fostering 

a coherent and nuanced understanding of Quranic teachings. 

 
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Q. WHAT IS IJTEHAD AND WHAT ARE THE BASIC QUALIFICATIONS OF A 

COMPETENT MUJTAHID? CAN WE ENTRUST THE INCUMBENT 

PARLIAMENT WITH THE DELICATE ASSIGNMENT OF IJTEHAD ? 

EXPLAIN RATIONALLY.(A2019)(A2020) 

Q. IJTEHAD ALWAYS RESPONDS TO THE NEEDS OF MODERN TIMES 

WITH IN THE FRAMEWORK OF SHARIAH. DISCUSS (A2021) 

Q. IJTEHAD IS THE MOST IMPORTANT SOURCE TO RESOLVE THE 

MODERN TIME ISSUES. EXPLAIN AND DISCUSS.(S2019) 

ANS: 

IJTEHAD 
Ijtihad, a cornerstone دسنگ بنیا  of Islamic jurisprudence, embodies the process of independent 

reasoning and intellectual exertion by qualified scholars to derive legal rulings from the Quran 

and Sunnah. This concept is vital for maintaining the relevance of Islamic teachings across 

time, addressing new challenges, and ensuring the coherent evolution of Islamic jurisprudence. 

The Essence of Ijtihad 
Derived from the Arabic root "jahada," meaning to strive or endeavor, ijtihad encapsulates the 

scholarly effort required to deduce legal rulings where explicit guidance from the Quran and 

Sunnah may be lacking. This intellectual striving serves as a bridge between timeless principles 

and contemporary realities. 

The Need for Ijtihad 
The need for ijtihad, or independent legal reasoning, is crucial in Islamic jurisprudence to 

address the evolving complexities of the modern world. While the Quran and Sunnah provide 

fundamental principles, they do not cover every contemporary issue. Ijtihad bridges this gap 

by allowing scholars to apply these principles to novel circumstances, ensuring the continued 

relevance of Islamic teachings. As societies transform, new challenges emerge that require 

contextual interpretation and adaptation of existing laws. Ijtihad enables scholars to navigate 

these challenges while maintaining the essence of Islamic values. Without ijtihad, legal thought 

could become stagnant, unable to respond effectively to the complexities of our time. By 

engaging in ijtihad, scholars honour the spirit of dynamic intellectual engagement, ensuring 

Islamic jurisprudence remains a source of guidance for contemporary ethical, legal, and social 

dilemmas.  

Ijtihad As Source of Islamic Law: 
Ijtihad, a critical process in Islamic jurisprudence, serves as a significant source of Islamic law. 

Rooted in independent reasoning and scholarly acumen, it enables qualified jurists to derive 

legal rulings from the Quran, Sunnah, and other Islamic sources. Ijtihad fills gaps in guidance 

and adapts principles to contemporary contexts, ensuring the relevance of Islamic teachings. 

Scholars engaging in ijtihad apply analytical skills, legal principles, and contextual 

understanding to interpret and extrapolate laws for new and complex situations. While ijtihad 

complements established sources, its adaptive nature contributes to the evolving landscape of 

Islamic jurisprudence. By embodying the spirit of inquiry and intellectual rigor, ijtihad upholds 

the integrity of Islamic legal thought and accommodates the changing needs of society while 

remaining rooted in timeless values. 
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The Ijtihad Process 

 
1. Mastery of Sources:  

Effective ijtihad begins with a deep comprehension of the Quran, Sunnah, and other 

relevant sources. Scholars must navigate linguistic intricacies, historical context, and 

the broader objectives of Islamic law. 

2. Analytical Rigor:  

Ijtihad demands critical analysis of textual sources. Scholars scrutinize the wording of 

the Quran and Sunnah, seeking to understand the intended meanings and the wisdom 

behind the teachings. 

3. Analogical Reasoning (Qiyas):  

When addressing novel situations, scholars may employ qiyas, drawing parallels 

between established rulings and new cases based on shared underlying principles. This 

enables them to extend existing guidance to new contexts. 

4. Public Interest (Maslahah):  

Ijtihad takes into account the broader welfare of society. Scholars consider the 

implications of their legal conclusions on the well-being of individuals and 

communities. 

 

5. Historical Precedents (Ijma') and Analogy:  

In addition to independent reasoning, ijtihad may also incorporate consensus among 

previous scholars (ijma') and analogical reasoning (qiyas) to support and strengthen the 

derived rulings. 

Historical Significance of Ijtihad 
Ijtihad played a pivotal role in the formation of various Islamic legal schools (madhabs). Early 

scholars, known as mujtahids, employed ijtihad to establish doctrinal frameworks that continue 

to shape Islamic jurisprudence today. 

Ijtihad in the Modern Context 
In the modern era, discussions around ijtihad continue. Traditional scholars uphold established 

methodologies, while contemporary scholars explore how ijtihad can address emerging ethical, 

social, and technological challenges. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF A COMPETENT MUJTAHID 
A mujtahid is an individual who possesses the scholarly acumen and qualifications necessary 

to engage in ijtihad, the process of independent legal reasoning in Islamic jurisprudence. These 

qualifications ensure the accuracy, depth, and integrity of the legal rulings derived through 

ijtihad. 

1. Mastery of Religious Sciences:  

A competent mujtahid must possess a profound understanding of the various religious 

sciences that form the foundation of Islamic jurisprudence. This includes expertise in 

fields such as theology (aqidah), jurisprudence (fiqh), Quranic exegesis (tafsir), and the 

science of hadith (ilm al-hadith). 

2. Comprehensive Knowledge of Quran and Sunnah:  
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A mujtahid must exhibit a thorough command of the Quran and Sunnah, which are the 

primary sources of Islamic law. This entails not only memorization but also an in-depth 

understanding of the linguistic, historical, and contextual aspects of these sources. 

3. Familiarity with Legal Principles:  

A competent mujtahid should possess a comprehensive knowledge of the legal 

principles (usul al-fiqh) that guide the process of ijtihad. This includes understanding 

concepts like qiyas (analogical reasoning), ijma' (consensus), and istihsan (juridical 

preference). 

4. Analytical Thinking and Reasoning Skills:  

The ability to engage in critical analysis and reasoning is a hallmark of a competent 

mujtahid. This involves deducing legal rulings based on established principles, 

reconciling conflicting evidence, and deriving logical conclusions. 

5. Mastery of Arabic Language:  

A mujtahid must have a strong command of the Arabic language, as much of the 

primary Islamic sources are in Arabic. Proficiency in Arabic ensures accurate 

comprehension of Quranic verses, hadith texts, and scholarly works. 

6. Understanding of Socio-Cultural Context:  

Recognizing the socio-cultural context is vital for a mujtahid. This awareness helps 

ensure that the derived legal rulings remain relevant and applicable within the specific 

cultural and societal framework. 

7. Pious Character and Integrity:  

A mujtahid should exemplify a high standard of piety, ethics, and integrity. This is not 

merely a matter of knowledge but reflects the embodiment of Islamic values and 

principles. 

8. Acknowledgment of Limitations:  

While possessing extensive knowledge, a competent mujtahid should also acknowledge 

the limits of their understanding and not hesitate to consult with fellow scholars when 

dealing with complex or uncertain matters. 

9. Continuous Learning and Humility:  

A mujtahid is characterized by a commitment to lifelong learning and a willingness to 

accept constructive criticism. Humility is essential to ensure a scholarly attitude that 

prioritizes truth-seeking over ego. 

Conclusion: 
Ijtihad is the heartbeat of Islamic jurisprudence, merging critical thought with timeless 

principles. It bridges the gap between scriptural guidance and practical application, allowing 

Islam to maintain its relevance while honouring its foundational sources. As a dynamic force 

in Islamic scholarship, ijtihad ensures that the Islamic legal framework remains both a product 

of history and a guide for the future. 

 
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Q. IJMA PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN ISLAMIC LEGISLATION , KINDLY 

EXPLAIN .(A2020) 

Ans: 

IJMA 
 

Ijma, or consensus, is a significant source of Islamic law. It represents unanimous agreement 

among qualified scholars on legal matters not explicitly addressed in the Quran and Sunnah. 

This collective scholarly consensus ensures legal certainty, guides Muslims in complex issues, 

and adapts Islamic teachings to changing contexts. Ijma reflects the collective wisdom of 

scholars, providing a cohesive framework alongside the Quran and Sunnah, and enriches 

Islamic jurisprudence with practical and relevant guidance. 

Ijma, a term signifying consensus, holds a prominent position in Islamic jurisprudence, playing 

a vital role in the formulation of Islamic legislation. It represents a collective agreement among 

qualified scholars on a specific legal ruling, offering a unified interpretation of Islamic 

teachings and guiding the Muslim community. 

Historical Significance: 
Ijma's origins trace back to the early Islamic era when the community faced complex legal 

challenges. Scholars recognized the necessity of consensus to prevent fragmentation in 

interpreting Islamic law. Ijma emerged as a way to ensure uniformity and coherence in legal 

rulings. 

Qualifications of Scholars:  
For an Ijma to be recognized, it requires the consensus of qualified scholars who are well-

versed in Islamic jurisprudence, Quranic exegesis, and hadith sciences. These scholars, known 

as mujtahids, engage in rigorous scholarly analysis before arriving at a unanimous decision. 

 

Establishing Ijma:  
Ijma emerges when a consensus is reached among accomplished scholars, known as mujtahids, 

regarding a particular legal matter. This consensus is achieved through thorough analysis and 

scholarly discourse. It signifies a unanimous understanding of the Quran and Sunnah and 

reflects the scholarly community's shared conviction regarding the accurate interpretation and 

application of Islamic principles. 

Need of Ijma: 
The need for Ijma, or consensus among scholars, arises from the Quranic injunction to seek 

guidance from those with knowledge (Quran 16:43). As Islamic societies encounter diverse 

challenges, the Quran and Sunnah may not provide explicit solutions. Ijma addresses this gap, 

offering collective wisdom and legal certainty. It prevents individual interpretations that could 

lead to fragmentation and confusion within the Muslim community. Ijma's role extends to 

adapting Islamic principles to changing contexts, ensuring relevance while preserving core 

values. It acts as a safeguard against personal biases and ensures a cohesive jurisprudential 

framework. By upholding a unified understanding of Islam's ethical and legal tenets, Ijma 

strengthens the social fabric, fosters community cohesion, and maintains the continuity of 

Islamic teachings through dynamic engagement with evolving circumstances. 
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Authority and Significance:  
Ijma is endowed with significant authority due to its collective nature. It safeguards against 

individual errors in interpreting the Quran and Sunnah, as scholars collectively assess and 

deliberate upon complex issues. The consensus of qualified scholars provides a sense of 

assurance and credibility in legal rulings, offering guidance that carries weight both among 

scholars and within the wider Muslim community. 

Enhancing Legal Certainty:  
Ijma contributes to legal certainty by establishing definitive rulings in cases where the Quran 

and Sunnah do not provide explicit guidance. This is particularly valuable in intricate legal 

matters. The consensus reached by knowledgeable scholars offers clarity and removes 

ambiguity, giving Muslims confidence in their understanding and practice of Islamic law. 

Adapting to Societal Changes:  
Ijma also plays a dynamic role in adapting Islamic legislation to changing societal landscapes. 

While the Quran and Sunnah provide timeless principles, the consensus of scholars allows for 

the practical application of these principles across diverse cultural and historical contexts. This 

adaptability ensures that Islamic law remains relevant and responsive as societies evolve over 

time. 

Example: The Prohibition of Interest (Riba): The prohibition of riba (interest) serves as a 

concrete example of the role of ijma. While the Quran contains general principles against 

exploitative financial practices, the precise definition of riba required scholarly consensus. 

Through ijma, scholars collectively arrived at a comprehensive understanding of riba, leading 

to a universally accepted and consistent interpretation that guides financial transactions in 

compliance with Islamic principles. 

Conclusion:  
Ijma is a cornerstone of Islamic legislation, enriching the jurisprudential landscape by 

providing a collective interpretation of Islamic teachings. Its authority, when combined with 

the Quran and Sunnah, offers legal certainty, guards against individual errors, accommodates 

changing circumstances, and fosters a balanced and comprehensive approach to addressing the 

diverse needs of the Muslim community. In essence, ijma encapsulates the collective wisdom 

and scholarship of Islamic jurisprudence, contributing to the ongoing development and 

adaptation of Islamic law. 

 



ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE 

By : Shahid Naeem (0321-3614222) Kings Law College, Sheikhupura.          21 

 

 


